xv. The Building of the cone 


Well made, well proved, true and trusty, erected and dedicated 
to morality and virtue. 


Masonic Lodges in St. John’s held their meetings in the early days 
in whatever suitable place was available. Each of the organizational 
meetings for Saint John’s Lodge, for example, was held in a different 
place. Then there was Touissant’s Hotel “for the accommodation of 
boarders” that was the home of the Lodge for seven or eight of its 
formative years. . 

J. C. Touissant was a Frenchman who had arrived in Newfoundland 
in 1832, setting up in St. John’s a hotel “furnished and fitted out second 
to none in North America .. . good beds, good table, good wine, spirits, 
malt, cordials etc. . . luncheons, dinners etc. at a few minutes notice... 
billiard tables, public and private.” With all these attractions, it's a 
wonder that the Brethren ever wished to go anywhere else; but in 
1856 they made arrangements with the Newfoundland British Society 
for use of the upper part of the British Hall, which had opened four years 
earlier. And always they thought about building a hall of their own. 
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Laying of the cornerstone of the first Masonic Temple on June 11, 1885. 
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As carly as 1853 there was an cmergency mecting of Saint John’s 
Lodge to consider putting up a building that would cost an cstimated 
£900. The first Masonic Ball had been held on January 31 the year 
before, and undoubtedly it had been a bit difficult to find a suitable 
place in which to hold it — an added incentive on top of other pres- 
sure. 

The Ball was held in the Factory, “the usually dingy looking Fac- 
tory being converted into a brilliant and elegant ballroom, a handsome 
star of swords in the centre.” The supper was provided by “that cele- 
brated artiste, Mr. Touissant, in his usual stvle of excellence and per- 
fection.” 

At the emergency mecting, a committee was appointed to select 
asite, to design the Temple and to recommend ways of paying for 
it. They got so far as to begin negotiations for purchase of a piece 
of property and offered a prize of €10 for an appropriate design for the 
building. But nothing came of it. The initiative to revive active in- 
terest in the project came from Lodge Tasker many years later. 

It is recorded that “Bro. N. D. Morrison of Tasker Lodge” dispatch- 
ed a communication to Saint John's Lodge about 1870 * vith reference 
to the consideration of the feasibility of erecting a building for a Masonic 
Hall and other purposes.” Moses Monroe was Master of Saint John’s 


Laying the cornerstone of the second and existing Temple 
on August 23, 1894. 
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Lodge and on Marc. +, 1870 he formed a committee with P. J& — ankin 
and G. Geddes “to discuss with other Lodges the subject of the proposed 
Masonic Hall.” In 1872 Lodge Tasker purchased a Duckworth Street 
site for $900 for possible use for a Temple and voted $2000 to start a 
building fund. They later sold the site, but in 1872 they voted a whop- 
ping $10,000 for the proposed new building. Finally something was be- 
ing done, especially in view of the fact that the lease for use of the 
British Hall expired in 1883 (it had to be extended until the Temple 
was completed. ) 

The foundation stone was laid on June 11, 1885 by Sir William 
Whiteway, assisted by the Scottish ConstititionProvincia : Master 
A. Me MacKay. The site was on Long’s Hill. Sir William summarized 
their endeavour by saying: “We are met together for the purpose of 
laying the foundation stone of a Masonic Hall — a Masonic Temple — 
to be erected and dedicated to mortality and virtue, in which will be 
taught the grand principles of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth, and 
trom which should flow the great stream of Charity fraught with bene- 
ficent influence without which all our works are as sounding brass or a 
tinkling cymbal.” 

A collection was taken up just in case any of the workmen might 
be injured during construction of the building. None was, so the $140 
making up Newfoundland’s first. Workmen's Compensation Fund “was 
used in the cause of benevolence.” 

MacKay couldn't be there for the dedication of the new Temple less 
than months later, but Sir William was. It was December 29, 1885, 
a day, said Sir William, “that marks an important cpoch in the history 
ef Freemasonry in this Island. The building in which we are now 
assembled is the first Masonic Temple or Freemason’s Hall erected: in 
“ Then he went on to give some details of the financing 


this country 
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“Warm interest in) Masonic progr 
large attendance here today to take part in the work in which we are 
engaged. It has long been felt as a necessity that we should have a 
Temple wherein the business of the Craft might be conducted. and to 
accomplish this a limited liability joint stock company (The Masonic 
Hall Joint Stock Company ) was formed, the shares in which are held 
only by Freemasons, and such bye-laws have been adopted as preclud- 
ed the possibility of any share getting into the hands of others than 
members of the Fraternity. 

“The Tasker Lodge, the St. John’s Lodge and the Avalon Lodge 
own 700 shares. The shares are £5 each, and private members of the 
Order have taken 507 shares, making a total of 1207 shares. 

“Or a subscribed capital of £6035 0 0 
The contract with Mr. (S.M.) Brookfield is ©7128 15. 0 
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There will be required for - 
fixtures and furniture about 


£1000 0 0 
£8128 15 0 
So you see we are short about £2000 0 0 


Sir William looked to “our lady friends” to close the gap to a great 
they were having the 


extent with the proceeds from a bazaar that 
They didn’t disappoint him. The bazaar, opened on 
ernor, Sir G. W. Des Voeux, brought in £974 


following year. 
June 15, 1886 by the Gov 


.. and the Temple completed. 
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in four nights. she Masonic Hall Joint Stock Company wie so grate- 
ful that on October 17 they presented the secretary of the Ladies’ Bazaar 
Committee, Mrs. Pilot, with “a hammered brass ink stand suitably in- 
scribed in token of our thanks and regard.” 

With this kind of support it was not long before the new Temple 
was furnished. But all in vain. It was a wooden building, insured 
against fire, and it was a fire that took it, along with irreplacable records 
and documents. The Great Fire of July 8, 1892 levelled the building 
to the ground. 

This was a depressing period in the Masonic History of Newfound- 
land. District Grand Lodge does not appear to have been very active. 
It may have been that building the new temple, then the fire and the 
tush to get another building allowed little time for ordinary meetings. 
Anyway, there are no minutes of District Grand Lodge proceedings for 
the period after November 17, 1886 to February 4, 1897. But the private 
Lodges went on with business as usual. Saint John’s Lodge treasures 
a rough piece of paper which records in pencil the minutes of the regu- 
lar meeting held on August 5, 1892 in Springdale Street school. Other 
meetings were held in Merchant’s Block on Water Street. 

In the meantime, the United Grand Lodge of England came forward 
with generous aid. Grand Lodge voted £315 for general aid of fire 
victims in St. John’s and another £210 to help distressed Brethren. Since 
the Temple had been insured for a fair sum, $28,000, “the Brethren de- 
cided that it should be replaced by a larger and more beautiful building;” 
and this is exactly what they set out to do. It would be brick and stone 
this time; and the cornerstone, prepared by Henry Jost who also ar- 
ranged the ceremony, was laid by Sir William on August 23, 1894 on 
a new site on Cathedral Street, opposite the Church of England Cathe- 
dral. The Governor, Sir Terence O’Brien, himsclf a Mason, was there, 
along with MacKay and a host of English and Scottish brethren. Sir 
William spoke: 

“We are assembled today to perform a very important ceremony 
not only so far as it affects the parties immediately concerned — I mean 
the Freemasons of this Colony — but as regards the people at large: 
for if the principles of Freemasonry are upheld and disseminated it will 
effectually raise the tone of the community. We are about to lay the 
foundation stone of our edifice, which will be a central point of union 
of a body of men banded together for the purpose of inculeating and 
promoting the great catholic virtues of Brotherly Love, Relicf and Truth, 
comprehended in the word Charity. We had a building of this character 
— the Masonic Hall — which was reduced to ashes in the fearful con- 
flagration of the Sth July, 1892. The former building was of wood: we 
have resolved to construct this of a more durable material of stone and 
brick.” 
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After putting the stone in place, using a trowel that is a treasured 
Masonic historic object, Sir William struck it three times with a gavel, 
proclaiming: “Well made, well proved, truly laid, true and trusty, and 
may this undertaking be conducted and completed by the craftsmen 
according to the grand plan, in peace, harmony and brotherly love.” 

The consccration of the new Temple took place on St. George's Day, 
April 23, 1897. But the building was in use before that. eae 
ing within its walls was that of Saint John’s Lodge _on_Nov >mber_l, 
1896. The lease for the land on which the Temple is built disappeared 
“fora great many years and was thought to be lost. However, in 1945 
Dr. Cluny Macpherson reported that it had been found, that it was for 
999 years and that it finally was recorded with the Registry of Deeds. 

Among the_furnishings in the main Lodge Room of the Temple 
is a pipe organ purchased by subscription, plus_a_gencrous—cash con- 
tribution by Sir John C. Crosbie. The organ was dedicated in a cere- 


mony held on April 28, 1916. 


An interior view of the Temple in 1912. It will be noted that then 
the paintings of Sir William Whiteway and Alexander M. 
MacKay hung in the East. 
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